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By Vere Wallis
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erbury :;nmtdgc:t\ga! to work at the old HHospital directly after
uiders and a team of Guides reported at the i vhe:
the W.V.S., they took over the cookixiéoiglrmll)o‘r\\:;fcrjl
= &nd for pef)ple who had to come to Canterbury to search
dentify relations. The Guides arranged sleeping accommo-
many people and the authorities are delighted with their
‘When this GUIDER went to press they were still working
ing up a constant supply of hot water and soup for the
workers. They were given entire charge of the stores depot
_responsible for the handing out of supplies to the canteens.
cooking, too, for a hundred demolition workers.
des also worked as messengers at Canterbury Post Office, and
jgh praise.

vides were wel_.l prepared and organised for the work they
Bath was raided. The whole Guide Division was linked
V.S. Social Welfare Officer and Civil Defence Authorities
raids, so that each volunteer knew the part she had to

volunteers for Shelters and: Rest Centres had been allocated
s nearest the locality in which they lived, and were called up
. m of telephone and Guide cyclist messengers combined.
raid was so severe, however, that the Guides found that many
sentres were unusable, but they reported ¥
"W.V.S. Central Depot for orders and
n complimented by the Centre Organ-
W.V.S. on the efficient messenger
maintained, and on the help they
to give with outdoor Emergency
g the raids.
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- the Norwich raids the Rangers, work-
their Camp Advisor, prepared their
in the grounds of Colney Park for
ption of forty-three people who had lost
pes. The Rangers visited the hut every
for three weeks to help look after their
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Canterbury Gurdes lp n the ktchen of the old hospital.
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Centres and in many other ways, including salvaging property from
bombed houses, and recording and looking up the lists of homeless
people.

EXETER

In response to an S.0.S. from the Queen's Messenger Convoy
working in Exeter, the Guide Camp Advisor organised a team of
Guiders to cook for the personnel of the Convoy. The account given
below is reprinted from the Devon Guide Supplement:—

In response to an S.0.S. to Miss Parker for a team of Guiders to
look after the comfort of the personnel of the Queen’s Messenger
Convoy, working in Exeter, four Guiders drove in through the gates
of a lovely park, and were confronted by a large country house. As
their expectations—based on rumour—had been variously a cider
factory, an empty house, a farm, etc., they felt that theix: dixies and
camp equipment were rather out of place. However, their reception
was kind, and after having been shown a bewildering number of
rooms in different parts of the house, they departed to their special
kitchen, to make the acquaintance of the 100-year-old kitchen range,
which proved somewhat temperamental.

Cooking was not without its adventures. On one occasion, it is
rumoured, a cheese pudding disappeared through the back of the
oven, and had to be salvaged with the end of the poker!

Centenarians have to be humoured, and undoubtedly this aged
stove’s best time was the morning. So, the undaunted Q.M.
decided that the evening meal must be cooked in the morning. And
it was. And served
quite - successfully
and punctually at
ten p.m.,

As breakfast was
at 6.30 a.m.,
nights were rather
short.

Equipment was
somewhat scanty,
and consisted of
just what each
Guider had been
able to *‘ lay hands
on' before her
hurried departure,
and the head
** Cook '’ had,
therefore, to be
adaptability itself.
The menu was
constantly chang-
ed, either because
of lack of suitable
utensils or because
the range had a
"' mood,"" and refused to bake, and would only
boil just now. It wasan amusing moment when
one of the convoy enquired, innocently, if the
breakfast ‘‘ cooked itself in the Aga over-
night! ** The Guiders felt it was a pity that
she had not peeped into the kitchen between
6.0 and 6.30 a.m.! In sgite of difficulties, how-
ever, any Guider who has a chance of doi
a job like: this, say the team concerned, ::fl
find it well worth while and will get a lot of
fun out of it.

Serving the demolition men
at Canlerbury.
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