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In the British Guide International Service the th § ?
SEAb6 and practicai o ¢ e the thoughts of Guides

HINKING DAY has come again—for the fourth time since the
passing of our Founder, whose birthday we commemorate on
February 22nd.

It may not be out of place to recall the origin of Thinking D
for I heard not long ago that questions had bee%m addressed togHeZ(}l,:
quarters on this subject. The origin of customs and ceremonies is
often forgotten when once they have become a part of our traditions.

The idea was first mooted at the Fourth International Conference,
which was held at the lovely Girl Scout Training Centre, Camp Edith
Macy, near New York, in May, 1926. One of the French delegates,
Violette Mouchon, said in the course of a discussion : ‘‘ Could we not
have one day in the year specially dedicated to our Movement all
over the world ? "’

All present were in favour of this, but someone said : ' It might
become rather burdensome if we were all expected to hold Rallies
on that date.’’ d '

“Who is talking about Rallies ?*' said another. ‘‘ This day would
be for individual Guides and Girl Scouts to 7hink of'each other, and
to send greetings, visible or invisible, across the seas.’’

Someone else said : ** So as to shut out the idea of large gatherings,
let us choose a day in the winter, when it is impossible in most of our
countries to hold out-door celebrations.”’

A small voice came from one of the delegates, saying : ‘* Why not
choose the joint birthday of the Chief Scout and,Chief Guide,

February 22nd 7 *’
 This most apt suggestion was received with acclamation; the
22nd of February was chosen, and came to be known as Thinking
Day. ;

[{ was taken up more rapidly in other countries than in Great
Britain, and I remember being mortified when, at the international
training week organised by the Federation Francaise des Eclaireuses
at Bierville in 1929, the British Guiders, on being asked how they
celebrated Thinking Day in their companies, unanimously declared
that they had never heard of such a thing!

‘The next development took place at the Seventh World Con-
ference in 1932. (Note the change in name since the
establishment of the World Association in 1928.) During
a discussion on finance, it transpired that the quota
contributed by each country was just sufficient to
cover the expenses of the World Bureau set up as the
Secretariat of the Association, but it was felt that a
great deal more could be done to help forward the
Movement, especially in countries where it was small
and struggling, if more money were available.

A Belgian delegate, Germaine Herman, said :
“ Could not all members of the Movement be invited
to give some very small sum, say one penny, on
Thinking Day, for the benefit of their sisters all over
the world ? " This idea was at once adopted, and the
Chief Guide) Lady Baden-Powell, was asked to make
an appeal on February 22nd, 1933. There was a
remendous response from the Guides and Girl
ts of all countries, and we in the World Bureau
amazed when the sum sent in that first year
ted to a total of over £600. 5
Thinking Day Fund became a tradition, and
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" ROSE KERR

International Commissioner

As ‘' The Guider '' goes to Press we have received
news of the death of Admiral Mark Kerr, We know
that all readers of ‘' The Guider '* will wish to join
with us in oxpressing to Mrs. Kerr our deep

sympathy.

ever since the present war began, the ' world pennies’’
have rolled in. Owing to currency restrictions, the
money collected is in most cases being kept in the
country of origin—every penny is carefully hoarded
so as to be used to the best advantage on the great
Day when all Guides and Girl Sconts will be free
to start work again for the cause in which they
believe so firmly. We can imagine how much money
will be needed to set the Movement going again in
the countries which have suffered most from the war.
1 hope that the origin and developments, both of

Thinking Day and of the Thinking Day Fund, are now clear to readers

of the GUIDER. : -
ould be ours on this Thinking Day, the fifth since

What thoughts sh
the outbreak of this war which has set up barriers of silence between

us and our sisters in so many lands ?
Our thoughts fly at once to our fellow-Guides in the occupied

countries. We can only guess at what is going on behind the veil ;
it is not safe for us even to make inquiries. Sometimes we pick up
a scrap of information from the press or the wireless, sometimes, a
message comes through a friend in a neutral country; we treasure
every bit of news, but we cannot publish it, for fear of increasing the
danger to our friends. We cannot risk even mentioning the existence
of the Guide Movement in any particular country, for fear less this
should attract undesirable attention. Each straw in the wind goes to
prove what we were already sure of :-—That in every country our
fellow-Guides are heroically enduring sufferings and privations ; loyalty,
faith and courage are burning in their hearts, and we can rejoice in
the thought that the Guide ideals are sustaining them. We must pray
that we may keep faith with them, and not be found unworthy of
them when the time comes for us to meet again. What stories they
will have to tell, and what
inspiration they will be
able to bring us !
At the present

01 have taken
»l hese volunteers, at a test camp in the morth,
are -putting them into practice.

Wheve next?

moment, we

can give That is the question

them no we ave all asking
—and time’ will

answer. These
volunteers have
chosen the di-
vection their-
lives will
take.









The

ABOUT GOLONDRINAS

By ARETHUSA Leica WHITE

THINKING
s Director of The World Bureau

of us know the meaning and origin of the term '* Golon-

Sk i i he Move-
ina,"’ the story of how it became absorbed into the ¢
Sgnc::, .\a!rtlge of us Xd)o not. As one of those privileged to be in

in addition, spent over a year fulfilling all the

h k! : oy
kL ondrina, I am particularly happy to be writing

qualifications of a Gol

xnl?g::%mgé Day that my mind conjures up memories of those

exciting days when I flitted—or, more aqcumte!y, flew—from country

to0 country, always to be met on arrival with the warmth of a

welcoming hospitality as I took up my abode for a spell, short

_or long as the case might be—and herein lies the *‘ Golondrina

sass-word. -
5 But to go back to beginnings, the term Golondrina, like its origin
and prototype swallow, flew out of the blue, to be recognised
first in one counfry and then in another, and came in time to be
associated with those of our sisters who, from one cause or another,
had sought and found homes, perhaps temporarily, perhaps
permanently—who knows to-day—in some land other than the land
of their birth.

The first occasion for the use of the term, however, came during
the Western Hemisphere Encampment held in 1940 at Camp Andree
in New York State, when Girl Scouts welcomed about 20 Guides
and Girl Scouts from a dozen or so different countries. Everyone
felt, guests and hostesses alike, that somehow neither the word
“‘guest " nor ‘ visitor,”” and most certainly not ‘*foreigner *’
fitted into the picture, for were they not sisters all of one family just
meeting together? A Guide from Jamaica hit upon the happy idea
of coining a word in the Spanish language, seeing that the majority
of the guests were from Spanish-speaking countries—and, what is
more, a word which carried with it an appropriate meaning. For
Golondrina means a swallow, and that is what a swallow does when
it visits different lands; it makes there a home for itself for the
time being, and it is always welcomed.,

_The idea caught on first in New York; then it retirned to Jamaica
with its sponsor, Eileen O'Flanagan, where a group of refugee guides
from Gibraltar, I believe, became the first Golondrina Company i

It flew the Atlantic, and settled in this country, and it is here
that probably the most use is made of it to-day, especially in con-
nection with those Guides of different nationalities who have been
forced to seck refuge from the horrors hich overshadow their

countries of origin,
A word about its singular aptness, which I sy
ying and the

¢ 01¢ ggest lies not onl
in the fli the temporary hom%-making, but iX
, for of all birds I know of no other whose ways
in sympathy with some of our own sentiments,

are so mysteriously
How we do rejoice when the first swallow, even though he does not

first Golondrinas at Camp Andrée.
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when we particularly . ‘ny.,hy
be fine; with ‘what ‘lt'lim' it ¢
watch him rising, s Ight 0

circling high in the ;
fulness for the sun;
not give us food forsober
when we see him C"-‘Stc'ri,
his fellows along the tvll-
wires on’ gokzcn autump o
reparation for a far i, 0¥S
B how home? T joume,
But, above all, shoul,
be thankful to the sy,
their confidence in ys?
can one account for thejr Qe
habit of bugldiug their mm“st_mg
rearing their young uml,: and
very eaves, often within h/o‘
reach of our window 5i11;,,'““"
have yet to hear of man,
or child who would het
trust through wrong inteq
One thing, though,
swallows do not share
human Golondrinas—the
sing! And do not oyr Golos
drinas sing! I know, {or | On-
heard them, through the .
into the dark among tt
ful woods of New Yol
Massachusetts, on the soff,
slopes of an English conns
in summer-time, and in .
time in Our Ark, ¢
circle at the foot of
Christmas Tree singing Chr
Carols in severa]
languages.
1 am quite sure; no Guide who has ever bees
rget the experience. T know I ne
hom I shared that experie
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Of one thing
Golondrina is likely to fo t ;
Neither shall T forget those with w

ning in«the States.

I think specially of them now, and should these pages come before
their eyes, I want to give cach one a special Th"?k”‘g Day Greeting

Silvia, Christine and Celia of Cuba, Liza and Cristina of Guat
all to become my hostesses later. ILeylo and Natalie of
who, incidentally, I was to meet again 1n their own city on T
ing Day, 1941, Mavis of British Guiana, that friendly child wi
fine Guide spirit. Mary and Gladys from the Argentine, -
Irma from the same country who spoke hardly a word o
Laura from Panama, with her beautiful national dres
Nictta, Anna Maria, and Lygia from Brazil, bringing with t
guitars, and Phyllis, Patricia, and the two Margarets from (
Then all the others from Newfoundland, Bermuda, Trini
Curacoa, British Honduras, the Virgin Islands, Barbados, and 1
Rico—too numerous to mention individually, but who, nevert!
completed the example set for all Golondrinas in those wonder
encampments of 1940 and 1941. 3

And, of course, a very special message to Eileen O'Flanagan of
Jamaica, to whom the initiative in the choice of the name is due

A word, too, of greeting to the Girl Scouts of the U.S.A. 1)
original hostess country of Golondrinas. For the purpose of t
part of my message, I am taking upon myself to speak for
Golondrinas who have shared with me the experience of A
hospitality, knowing that
they would wish me so to
express their remembrance
of it. We can never be too
grateful for that hospitality,
and do we not know full
well that readiness to wel-
come the stranger and to
help him on. his way is
axiomatic of the American
people? ‘

A message theres must be
for the Golondrinas them-
selves, and especially for
those in this coun to-day.
Our thoughts will” be with
them on Thinking Day, not
only on their own account,
but because we know where
their minds dwell. We want
then to know that we share
with fthem their anxiety for
their families and theijr
friends; that they have our -

(Continued on page 18)
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