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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE
CHIEF GUIDE

Here we are, starting the Christmas month once more, the month that brings to mind with renewed forcé the ideals that
came to us from Christ Hm}selﬁ and the clarion call to one and all to sink their personal desires in doing something for others
. and spreading farther and wider the Christian spirit of kindliness and good-will.
It is a strenuous month for everybody, bringing extra work, extra thought and extra effort in the planning and arranging of
- what festivities are possible, what ** good turns *’ are possible, and what family gatherings are possible—and how deeply one

hopes that many will be possible, in spite
‘the times.

of the many handicaps, and the sad separations, and the overwhelming difficulties of

Round all this expenditure, of effort there is, and should be of course, for the Guides, quite a lot of good fun and enjoyment ;
and surely too there must be for all Guiders a glow of pride and pleasure over the tasks that have been fulfilled this year, as well
as @ murmuring hopefulness in our hearts that Peace will come before the Christmas of another year. A

There cannot be much feasting and giving of presents for celebrating Christmas this year, but ** what we lose on the swings

* we must make up on the roundabouts *’ !

If food and toys are scarce we must make up with something else, and from our hearts

;  and minds and hands we must supply 'a greater than ever stock of the only commodities available—money, kindly thought, and

~ Jove to one’s fellow creatures.

.~ So 1o all Guides and Guiders everywh

= join together in responding in the fullest measure possible to our Editor’s

ere I-offer my kindest thoughts and good wishes for a Happy Christmas, and let us
splendid suggestion for the up-building of the G.LS.

Fund, and celebrate our Christmas in generous, kindly giving, in generous, kindly thinking of Guides everywhere, with a prayer
on our lips and in our hearts for happiness for our frien
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ds and Peace for the world in the coming year. CQM P
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THINGS TO COME

«“QUR CHALET”
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Chief Guide.
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INDEFATIGABLE
FAMILY

HERE bhave been times during this war

I when we have despaired becanse noh ody
would send us news Somebody said
once ““You wait. The time will come
when youdll get your stories all right 1% We
did. and now Headquarters i€ a place of
pride and excitement, for handly a day seems
o pass without news, arfd, whatever ils
i« almost always greeted with :

pature it
““We might have known it would be
like that.™’
group
Belgian Guide

| am thinking in particular of that
of boys and girls appearing in the photo-
graph” on this page. They are Belgian
Scouts and Guides photographed in camp
this year—from July 3lst to August 3rd, 10 be exact.
Nazi decrees, they are wearing a few items o
who sent this photograph says that they are very
been throughout the Nazi Occu ation, He wrntes :
Guide Law, they sened, under greal
difficultics, wherever help was  needed,
particularly with the Red Cross, and held
their mectings in secret without uniform,
kept up country dancing with the Scouts
and, best of all, despite German decrees,
continued to camp -“with the Scouls as
before the war.”*  In an article sent to the
Scowter, this Scouter describesy how  the

In defiance of
f uniform, and the Stouter
] as they have

active,
*They kept the

The British
Guides in England and

Commissioners,
and Brownies who W

vs and Sconts n canip. July 31s1-

their leader W
came, and just
before she was

BRITISH GIRL GUIDES
BELGIUM

In Unity is our Strength.

Girl Guides in Bruss

the German Occupation, send gree

throughout 1

sage
utenants. Rangers,

lgium before the war.
MARrY GORDENNE.

They send a special mes
Captains, Lie
ere in Be

August 3rd. 1944,

carried’ on quietly during the occipy,;,
d by the Germans a few months M,n,

company
Germany by our cominp (.
WO ¢

Iy Enghsl\“s imprisone
escuped being sent Lo
be sent.
to The Belgian €ompany cyiden
allowed to meet by telling the NTI/I y
thing they did. The English 2is e
apparently disbanded, as far 5 omp
was concerned.’’ e p
The first message appearing in (.
of this page brings grectings froq 1
Guides in Belgium. N By
Have you read the second
Until you come to the last sc,,
looks like a fairly ordinary ru}‘,
those last three words make yo,, .,
That message came to us through 1

els, having survived
tings to their sister
he Empire.

of cordiality 10 the

Guides

Recorder
Itis a repors r,

Scouts werk, at first, allowed to continue
as Scouts, but soon a Belgian counterpart
10 the Hitler Youth Movement was formed
and Scouts were directed to join it : asa
result of their quite natural refusal the
Movement was banned in any guise.
That did not discourage the boys. who
joined football leagues as newly formed
clubs, or carried on under the emblem of
the Red Cross. Younger Scouts did a
fine job of work in a country where fuel
was short, for they went to the woods

Acting as Lieutenant and C ompany
\st St. George's Company'.

of the
¢ Completed year camp, Rangers, Guiti'es_. Brownies
Slourishing send greetings England, Dominions cireu=
late message. Dr. Muriel Garnick, Guider, Ml.f.s"
Miriam Driver, Brown Owl. Self teaching Belgiany.
(Signed)® A. THOMSON. ~

ay of Liberation, long going
Directly

over on Relief work, to come and talk to the girls so ¢

Cross message Bureau.
* a Japanese Internment Camp in S,
The other photograph shows .-
Guides and Brownies in Egyoy
Guider who sent it to the G.j§
cheque for £124, says: *\y.
someone (perhaps she was a rer .
the Ist G.LS. team—~Ediwoy)

_had some first-hand news.
vides and Brownies raised this money th,

frequently 1o get fuel for those in need. On the d ‘
hidden uniforms were put on under overcoats, sans Scout Hat.
the Allies arrived off came the overcoats and Scouts were seen once

: > C > N ) "% ¢ The Rangers., G
again, going about their self-allotted tasks wearing the uniform which 5 They made leather toys, sweets, knitted 1o

sale and a concert. 1
clothes, also embroidered thgngs. They gave a large parcel of |
big Jugoslavian Refugee camp. In this photogra-

and toys to the

has won fame the world over. :

A Canadian Guider writes from Belgium, where she is working with
the Canadian Red Cross : ** The Belgian Guides staff a rest room down
the street from us, and one day [ stopped to speak to'them. They said
that_their Chef worked at the Military Hospital. Quite by chance [
questioned a Belgian medical student, who comes_to our hospital. She
wasn 't thar Chief, but she was an Assistant Leader for the English Guide
She took me to a Guide Meeting, but on the way we heard

: 1t is not wise to have the children in big bunches
now—shades of London’s worries ! Veronica invited me and some of
the other nurses to a Ranger meeting. It was a regular Ranger arftair
and th)‘- were prc_yud of, being able to sing from their book Fifty Songs
of English Speakine Naszions. They really handle My Old Kentucky

Home, etc., very well.

Compuany.
it had been postponed.

They did some dances for us too.

T am not yet in Greece but hope to be shortly.

| Company there are the following Nati
Egyptian, Syrian, Russian, Armenfan, Greek, French, Jewish
Austrian and Lebanese | At one time 1 had forty Guides and s
Nationalities. We all talk English.™*
A keen Guider, who leads a team for another Association,

our Internationa

We go on

adventures hand in hand with the Guide party (G.I.S.) which
very much. They are a-fine party of which you may well be pr.
are already doing very good work out here. 1 didn’t know that |
have the luck to be working side by side with the Guides i
of my party have been Guides too."’ ¥

We hear that Gunner Eileen O’Shea (A.T.S.) and her brother, |

Corporal Michael O’'Shea (Paratroops) have recovered from
Eileen joined Guides at Ell

wounds and rejoined their units.
her brother became a Scout. Both are looking forward to
the resumption of the Guide-Scout activities. We wish them luc
You will have read, in the Press, the gallant sto ister D
/ 8 Pr ry of Sister Do
Anyta Ficld, Matron of a British ’Hospital ship which wusskzrurﬁ
Sister Field, who was a Guide Lieutenant, saved ncarly s ent
stretcher cases, She went back and forth, in great danger, chee
‘\w‘/ounded men and bringing them out to safety. One of then
She was the bravest woman I have ever known.’” As the ship
:)r;/:% aSl:,s;c;n};le[I# _“;:'st seen zsxt a porthole. In the greatest tradit
e Nursing Service, i er sh
HER g , she went down with her shi
You will also have read about Mrs. La
0 ) . Lancaster, the only woman
}::;s m ér*:f seﬂet Ofl,tz?e pre-fabrlcalcg harbours, and who diz’i thlc le i
: rs. Lancaster was Distric issi {
Sussex, from 1942 till 1943, o o Cov
Yes. We arc getting our news
5 £ . now. As I look at my desk litie
lylr]nsh rsTl"we'_ts of paper bearing news of Scouts or Guides, hcyrc ;n\h«l I
thaloh ee “?I:oc%‘?sercohr. t.rhe s:arth, Crul off from us for so long, | only
t > as Chief’ Scout of all the world could be aware o
indefatigable spirit of his vast family, Perhaps he is—wbk:o i\;\:)r:
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“mal i he
maintainimg it in t

to draw for reliel
within the power
simply by

isuali »r equipping @ G.LS. team, ¥
gt S sount on which

: . iving it a bank nce
field for a year, and giving | £2.000 1tis, therefore,
3 m for Europe,

emergencics, is nppm\iuplt‘l_\’ Rt
of Gumrr readers to finance one more l.ca D ernll. a luxury to people
paying extra for Christmas rations which are, a i::m N )
who have never known hunger. We “""“,"' csl.l“q 7
will be the happier for every volunteer W mlp‘;“ i
know that every child who is helped 10 uum. lt ')‘ummni(v i
feet and face the future with hope and faith leads s
to Bethlehem,
' e le

It has been said of our couptry that she led b e
the strupele against evil, 1t flay yel be said of her '::;‘;:,::‘:\ki:cgr saeh
crisis of the birth of peace-—but only il we will it («'\ I‘I 1Y Bothichems
one of us within ourselves, the message of the |:¢ G that or

The smoke of the ruins blows across the mnnﬂ'-'i,. His hands o
the Child is crucified again with every child who ;ml‘ ‘L'rl':l other hands are
raised in blessing and from the l’ncmld_cn\l_. g’lmu_lu ‘:;\in
Jifted up to Him in prayer, in work, in gIVIng, "I‘ 'ﬂ'l nfnllhcwc things will
Let us look at our hands, and ask ourselves which ? 1
they be doing this Christmas ? -

© how many children

Furope. But we
e upon his own
ittle nearer

J the world at the crises of

HELEN O.

GUIDER

[December, 19, :

T—O_m_

d stal Order and stamped
Al in label and send with Posl c ped addr.
cn:u;k)pc to Guipri CHRISTMAS PreseNT TO EUROPE, 17-19, "“'Jw.ru‘ .
Palace Road, London, S.W.1, between December 27th and Jayy,,,"
Do not send any rations, : |

STORROW

An Appreciation

HE world, and especially the Guide and S,m ?)EO:'.; }‘u‘i’ﬂ.‘i} -;;;u’g
the poorer to-day through the sudden passing | her own

of our very dear friend, Mrs. Storrow, known lhrt‘”,g IASULES ‘I)
country as a pioneer leader of the Girl Scouts, and an oulsl..nm ing
il in many walks of life. ' alen. !
ngxsxhrt 1‘?321:1:'30“: tko some of us as a very deeply loved Aunt Helen,

and to countless hundrads of Guides the whole world over as the generous
giver of ** OQur Chalet ' in Switzerland. S e

The news has come as a grievous shock and sorrow o us all, for only

a few short weeks ago she was celebrating her 80th birthday, and word
came to us from mutual friends in the States that she had been the gayest
of the gay amongst those who came to her birthday party, and that shc_
had danced for hours through the night, as strong, as agile and voung of
heart as cver. '

In the midst of our grief at knowing that we shall never. see her amongst
us again, we cannot but be thankful that she had her health and strength
t0 the last. and that her passion for physical health and beauty was never
darkened by illness or failing facultics.

None of us will ever forget that fine and unique personality.

She was one of those people of whom it is said that *‘ she wants
knowing,” " for she was a strange mixture, at one moment a world-wise
serious-minded woman, and the next like a light-hearted, impulsive
child full of a desire to be ** up and doing '’ in some new original venture ;
so generous to others, and yet so spartan in her own personal habits ;
so critical, and vet so kindly to those she cared for ; so fiercely intolerant
of anything that savoured of slackess or shilly-shallying ; so thorough,
painstaking and hard working for all the good causes that she sponsored
and assisted ; “and yet at the same time SO thoroughly human in her
c?)lc_a,\'yncm of her game of cards, her dancing, and her travels and luxuries
of living.

It was in 1919 that we met her first. During the Great War the Girl
Scouts of America had developed considerably, and—owing to various
reasons—very little touch was made then between that organisation and
other Guide and Girl Scout Movements in other countries.

** Girl Scouting ** was building itself up rather ‘* on its own,”” and

Mrs. Storrow had thrown her energies whole-heartedly into the work,
both nationally and more
particularly in her own State
of Massachusetts.
_ My husband and I were
invited to visit America, to
encourage closer contact, and
Mrs. Storrow was not quite
sure that she approved of the
plan.

In later years, when we
had become the closest of
friends, we often laughed as
she recalled that she had not
wanted the visit to take place,
and had thought—even if she
had not said it—** Why should
the Baden-Powells come over
here? We know what we
want for our girls, and don't
need people to tell us how to

do Scouting !'*

But something happened—

wonderful something that
kes us friends in the twink-
an eye, when we find
d the burning love of

Mrs. Storrow with her wartime family of evacuees.

190 2o 0t

The Founder walked into Illcr house ag'a stranger, t0 unwitting|, .
is critic, and stand his trial. - !
"‘ﬁ&?“h‘c’ came, he saw, he conqycred, for as we left a
later, casting all reserve to the winds, Mrs. Storrow threw }
about his neck, and kissed him, and qhang_cd_ his name fror
sounded (in a strong American accent) like * §!r Rabbit ** o « |
Rabbit *'—and to her he was °* Brer Rabbit '’ to the end. ;
During those all-too-short years between the two wars, whe
we could cross the Atlantic going West and whenever she coy||
the Atlantic coming East, we used to foregather together—uwe i
such happy times and tours, filled with Scouting and work, mjy.
with holiday days and sight-sceing—he so enjoying her quaint inte||
and vigour, and she so rejoicing in his enjoyment of her o

hospitality.

She was indeed the richest of givers. There were no half-me
about Aunt Helen. At one time, when we were touring across (
a sudden whim took her to travel the 3,000 miles across the cont
and to collect us in her private railroad coach for a week’s |
the Yosemite Valley and the Grand Canyon—an unforgettable cxpe
Afother sudden impulsive invitation of hers took us to siay
her in her delightful little bungalow home in Bermuda ; and the,
February the 22nd, 1930—the subject of the Boy Scout Chalet at i,
Immediately her far-seeine

steg cropped up in conversation. Im
visualised what an asset something similar would be to the Girl &

of the world, and that a Chalet they needed and a Chalet |

have ! S
Within a few months she had set about getting one built «
pride and satisfaction and happiness was great as she saw her
““ Our Chalet " proving such a success and being of such infinit
as a meeting place for Guides and Girl Scouts of all nations.
Space prevents me from speaking of other doings and happ
intermixed with grateful loving memories of Mrs. Storrow,
the first Chairman of the World Committee, in' the high office |

held in the Girl Scout organisation in her own country, and !

our best supporter.
But we will never forget all this.

Our gratitude must never d
Helen Storrow
best and expected th
Guides and Girl Scout
believed in wus 10
tribute and loving h
ness for all that she
us, and all that she w.
on this earth, can
shown by our actio
thanking God for e
and her service, an
lowing her example of
living, of generous givi
of striving—as she ¢
the expansion of Guidi
Scouting in its highes
as a means for bringin:
understanding and [ricr
~in the world.

c(m M?NL'.\

Chief Guid
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as rather startled, including
der with no knowledge of
d been engaged as G.I.S.

apparently, in the belief

AM not a Guide. Naturally everybody wa:
Im_\'sclf. when we found that a compicte outsi
Guiding, in fact Mrs. Howard Marshall, ha

Appeal Organiser. This risky step was taken, 1)
that 1 might make myself useful as a journalist and publicist, not only by

obtaining money for the G.L.S. Fund but by calling public attention to
the valuable work now being done by G.LS. relief workers. :
1 am sorry to say that no one in authority had the foresight to realise

what a nuisance to the Guide Movement I should be. 3

My job, as 1 sec it, is to explain the Guides and their many virtues to
the outside world, and to explain the outside world in all its awfulness to
the Guides. Sometimes I cast myself in the réle of a friendly bee, carrying
mental pollen from flower to flower, but occasionally I see mysclf as a
rather vicious mosquito. Curiously enough one of my most important
duties in the Guide Movement is to act as an irritant.

You may not believe it, especially after reading this article, but I want
to help you. You may not believe it, but since I joined the Guide Move-
ment my leg has been pulled so hard by my friends that now it is per-
manently and painfully out of joint.

*“ s it true ? ** they ask, ** Have you really joined the Girl Guides ?
My poor girl ! But promise not to wear that awful uniform ! **

Only when the laughter has died down can I explain that the Guides
are charming people ; that their hearts really do beat like ordinary
hearts teneath their alarming uniforms. If anyone will listen, I try to
describe an organisation which is silently working to train the youth of
to-morrow as citizens in an idealistic democratic state. 1 find myself
growing eloquent about the ideal of service.

The truth is that outsiders think of the Girl Guides as a collection of
well-meaning enthusiasts who manage, by some weird.process of sublima-
tion known only to themselves, to find pleasure by camping out in wet
fields, and tying knots. It is difficult in a few words to persuade a

perfectly normal person that Guiding is not always confined to.these
clearly unpleasant pastimes.

Before now I have nearly burst a blood vessel trying to show that
Guiding is semething which gives happiness. 1 point out that Guiding
is a way of living, a standard of behaviour, a belief in the kindliness of
human nature. My friends just don’t understand.

But I am not, as might be supposed, telling you these things merely to
annoy you. I am telling you quite seriously because I am certain the
Guide Mov‘gmem 1; ;msunderstood.

¢ outsider, rightly or wrongly, has formed an unfortunate impressi

of the Girl Guides, As I see it there are two explanations : (?) Yso?xrxl'
uniform. (2) The lack in the Girl Guides Association of a highly
organised Public Relations Department which would co-ordinate ail
forms of publicity, advertising, films, broadcasts, li

. films, casts, literature, and press
propaganda, to the end of explaining to the public the fuller meanings of
u:eNg;ulickMovcgetf:itmm its tl;ect and highest sense.

) now the first problem, uniform, is a vexed one. Whenever I

mention uniform at headquarters (about once a week in the restaurant) [
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As OTHERS SEE

MARSHALL

at the Uniform Commiy,, -
ument starts which is US>

MRS. HOWARD
trolled voice th
» " A

am f",}g ;Eoigf;"c&; this ﬁ‘ 'g?sswnale arg Lo &
meeting S teapots later -aw the issue is very simple. o
in o8¢ ?:grr:tgtll::c:utsider‘s pon;u of “ewnd.igniﬁed is very simpl %”)\,h
But wndWOg: be allowed for any reason o dress ‘

should n d for children. The blue serge suit is \’?m.l‘

but the hagznxes not. The l;;lt.m!;l;e the blue overall, Shaat
i . < A 7 7

and becoming, P earh;stlposili\:’l‘cp &:pof e o
roblem is Iess public Relations Departmeny

: a
bou‘p‘? . ;'nu:g:;:ﬂw grreal sense of the word—not merc],
pal Y

Ily con

reat deal a
which 1 mean &
ite C.
pogi‘r‘;cgl:ﬂswué. as :‘ ::r'l,;cé v);or;ll l&\:‘\:f;w
- inted 10 I
Eﬁ;nsi:g? Olrv'}l husband, who.‘t‘nc;dnt::ss g:)s '
of Food,_exp!z'xined nt.;o 'qmi'slto tell the public in polite language ywi,,
4 dM& J&?&n i‘;cdffi'ng, and to tell ([i,qrd Woolton in straight lang .
& i is doing. L
\[\_/ﬁ:rxt the public thinks of what he is g irEn S

! i his mome!
[ am ngt 1%0125 J; g;;;;act'mte at this ion which comes under the heag ng
ganda and the

f mass opini

* public Relations.'", 3 tance of this very specialised Departme,

Lwill only s z[k;a “Gri:—}l‘eéi‘%:; Association you people would no "f
was realised i L ral public as you are t

o-day.
misunder. ome Guides seem to know 4.
What lg-()lgtyalgso::e, howe\fde world as the outside world knows abo;
most as littl o sasily become al

Guides. Yo bsc}rbed('iip the t:\'loven;cm. You
the Guides. A 11 of Guiding, whereas the outsid,
i fe is only a small part

begin to feel that Li O sall

iding i part of Life !
feels that.Gulldmg is : e v (i 1,
It is this difference of attitude e:lhgrlganig:r.

a Director of Public Relations p, s
or Government Organisation
t for Lord Woolton’s Minis;,.,

3 5 It explains many thingy

WO"‘"}& Wltg u);.%l:,j?-grcg;_l'sitﬁfglains why the outsider, feeling bewildere

I;;:P“j[‘sv)ée know you are good women, but there is no need to /o,

says : <

good women.’ h met such a modest sct of peop
¥ at I have never I 1 \ peoj

inln‘-;;,mlljlt% hk:'(t)?x s:gctnot content to hide your light behind a bushe

¢ bushel. >
Y%]uf\i/l?';':::‘ v?g?l?g\:ittll:in the Movement is one day to be understood |

the public it is time you swallowed some of this modesty and allowe

Press to publicise your doings. 5
lhAcAt r::;sentp this is the sort of thing which bapptgns. %

Supposing I send out a Press story giving acts about the speci

training of G.LS. relief workers. When that story (which has beey

roved in Committee after much careful thought) reaches the Ney
alé%li)zor of a national newspaper it has a rough passage. P 3

The News Editor finds it on his desk among 50 other stories of eq
interest. It catches his eye because it happens to be what‘ in newspape
jargon is called ** a human story with a woman angle.’ The Ne
Editor passes our story to one of the Subs (Sub-Editors) with instructio
to ** brighten it up a bit.”* Of course the Sub, who is working agui
time, has on his desk a huge pile of stories, all to be ** brightened up
bit,”* given headings, cut to the right length, and finally fitted among
the other stories into the jig-saw puzzle which is a newspaper.

So what happens ? The Sub cuts the G.LS. story because otherw
there will not be space forit. In order to make sense he finds it necess
to alter the careful wording, He ** brightens it up a bit '’ as instrucl

Next morning, in the ** Daily Tattle,"’ appears a story about |

G.1.S. which gives all the relevant facts in the most popular form, but
written, I need hardly say, in such a flamboyant style that the hair of (h
modest Guide stands on end when she reads it.

The ** Daily Tattle ** is undignified ! Of course nobody minds
sensible description published in Z7he Times, but why must we pul up will
revolting nonsense like this ?

1 try to explain that readers of the ‘* Daily Tattle ** enjoy what sccn
to some Guides revolting nonsense but find The Times unreadablc
add that we are not telling our story to an Oxford Don but to the ma
in the street. Is it really so dread?ul to tell him our story in his oy
language ?

Perhaps you think it is.

But if we are not prepared to talk to him in this way how is he «
understand us ?

And there we come back to my original criticism of the Guide Mow
ment. You are not understood ; in fact you are misunderstood.

~ I think it is one of my duties, perhaps, to try to banish the feir «
publicity, and the passion for a quality my dear friends at Headquarc:
call ** dignity,”” which are ingrained in every one of you.

llsknow these reactions are the outcome of personal modesty.
thi ut for the good of the Movement, which is big enough to stand suc
Tl.?fs,“l think we must either resign ourselves to facing the ** Dally
Oﬁtgiv a"gh g?vil:xr;v:ps':]ileﬁo discarding publicity, we must resici
more generally understood. P,lnlthe Movement by making !

We would be intereste ’
subject of publicity as p
Appeal Organiser of the

! views on the prickly
rs. Howard Marshall,







































