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CALLED TO HIGHER SERVICE

ROSE_ KERR

AN APPRECIATION BY THE CHIEF GUIDE

ITTLE did I think, when 1 was
called on to write for the Decem-
ber GUIDER about the passing on
to Higher Service of one well-loved

Guide friend that, within so few weeks

this unhappy task would be mine again.

We have lost Mrs. Mark Kerr, the
friend of all Guides, nng-leadcr of
many a Guide venture ; inspirer of
many a Guide undertaking ; magnet
to many a Guider ; trusted and most
loyal supporter of anything and every-
thing for the good of Guiding every-
where. We shall never see her like
again.

For months and months we have
watched, and prayed that she might
conquer the long and painful illness
which she has borne so bravely, hoping
against hope that she might regain her
health, and be back actively in-our
ranks, her wonderful self again.

It 1s hard, and saddening to feel that
she should have had to suffer bodily
pain, and also that she should only
have lived long enough to see the first
beginnings of the turning of the tide of
war ; that she could not have lived
with health and strength for many years
still, to help and inspire yet another
generation of Guides and their leaders,
and to see rising up anew al! the many

Branches of the Movement in Europe,
for which she cared so deeply, and for
which she had thought, planned, and
worked so fully and so well.
Many thousands of Guides all over
the world have read her books, and
through those pages will have had a
taste of her genius. How gilted she
was with her pen, and how many of us
have been helped by her writings, her
good, well-chosen language. her graphic
poetic descriptions of things and people
and places, her clear and concise
summing-up of situations and facts, her
deep appreciation of culture and
beauty, and her broad outlook, her
vision, and her greatness of intellect
and soul, !
Much of her brilliant intelligence is
reflected in her writings ; but it was at
meetings and Conferenm that perhaps
she shone at her best.
None of us who knew her, saw her, -

She played a leading part in the World Association.
1

and listened to her can ever forget the
wonderful flow of well-chosen language,
and how her face would light up and
her whole being seem to become
radiated by her burning intercst in
Guiding, and her desire to show it
fully 10 her audience.

That gift of speaking made her not
only a force within® our Movement
here ; she was equally able to in-
fluence and inspire her audiences in
foreign countries, for she was a great
1 nguist. When we visited Poland and

* Hungary for World Conferences at

different times, she learned in a few
days enough of the languages :o be
able to make small speeches of thanks =
to our hostesses. and it was a treat to
hear her t'rdnslatmg from English into
French—or vice versa—with her face,
her eyes and her hands, all so gracefully
adding to the complete picture of what
a speaker should be.

She came into Guiding in its very
earliest years, largely through having
known the Founder personally before
her marriage.

In 1903, when staying with his mother
in the South of France, he was attracted
toa trio of English people, talking ilways
together in perfect French.

Rosie Gough, as she was then, spent
two consecutive winters with her mnther
and step-futher there, and in Rome, and
the Founder foregathered with them all
for short days of sight-seeing ; a very
valued friendship was then I‘ounded
which led on from similar interest in
architecture, archaeology, scenery, art
and culture in that decade, to the
vigorous and act've interest in the
promotion of Guiding from 1909
onwards.

I must confess to a certain feeling of
awe when [ was first introduced to
Rosie Kerr. but I was fascinated by her
then, and | continued to he charmed by
her always In her lighter mome=nis she:
“could be the most amusing comnanion,

quick of wit, a brilliant raconteuse, and

alwavs around and behind all that she
said, there was a background of stirdious
reading, of deep thought, and a wide
grasp of world affairs.

We are going to miss her terribly

o
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in their own language and was an elcquent speaker on a variety of subjects.

1 Eelieve that Rosie Kerr derived much happiness from Guiding. She
ces, and wherever she went

joyed travelling and it took her to many pla \
:'b'c found fn'endsg new and old. How greaﬂi she was loved, appreciated
and respected, not only in her own county but throughout the world, I
don't telieve she knew. She inspired complete trust and confidence

2nd always believed the best of everyone. When the ** blitz ** on London
was at its worst she acted as an Air Raid Warden regardless of danger

and fatigue. ek
Her work is done and she has faid down her burden. We shall mourn -
and miss her. It is for us to-endeavour to follow the example that she

has set us and to encourage Guiding for which she did so much. She
will continue to live in our hearts.
STELLA TUFTON.

INTERNATIONAL COMMISSIONER.

May 1 add yet another tribute to one who was indeed a pioneer of
Guiding, and particularly International Guiding ?

Whether 1 think of Mrs. Mark Kerr as hostess at a tea party in Bud1-
pest, during the Pax Ting (Hungarian International Camp), as Chairman
at an International Committee Meeting, or as a patient in hospital, it is
always the same picture that springs to my mind : a vivid personality,
vital, seizing the point and expecting you to seize it with equal rapidity,
it was she who was the life and soul of any party.

No wonder that all our fellow Guiders in other lands loved her ; it is
to her that they have been writing these recent months, with accounts of
Guiding during Nazi occupation and with greetings to us the moment
they were liberated. :

Mrs. Kerr had the vision that dreams dreams, coupled with the practical
ability and energy that makes the dreams come true ; and how many
know that it was she who sowed the first seed of (5.1.S., when she wrote
in The International Commissioner’s Qutlook, in 1941 :

** Furope . . . will need an army of peace, an army mainly composed
of worren. who will be in the ront line, ready to bind up the wounds and

- 10 hea! the infirmities of those who have suffered.

For this destiny no preparation can be too arduous, no train‘ng can
- be bepun too early.  Both in our own country and across the Channel
~ there will be rleetéd eded women wha are wise and'strong as well as being
- gen ing.  They must train themselves practically. in nursing
and cooking. hygiene, child -care. food production, and conservation,
mcs"‘ train themsclves mentally. by reading- and thinking about

- " -

WWWG a'l, they must train themselves morally

/j‘""la

and spiritually, 56 54 14 D 1945
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She was a great favourite among the residents of her sector, and they

In spite of her long and trying illness she took an interest in pog
matterf up to the very end.  She will always hold a place in Post* G »

e HeR FELLOW WARDENS,

1 think, perhaps, that readers of THE GUIDER may never have realised
how much we all owe to the inspiration of Mrs. Kerr. No tribute 1o
her would be complete that did not say a belated ** thank vou ™ for the
tireless interest which she took in our paper. She kept up that interest
throughout her illness, and, having always valued the great mind which
ranged over such a wide field of ideas, I knew, when T visited her in
hospital and at home, that when the time came to say goodbye to Mrs,

Kerr, THE GUIDER would have lost a friend, a stimuluting source of
inspiration and encoufagement, and an invaluable critic, always sympa-
Her indefatigable spirit triumphed to the very

thetic and progressive. 1 |
end. May it live on forever in the pages of the paper which owes so
much to her. Xz
: 3 Tt EDITOR,
1

CALLED TO HIGHER SERVICE

Suddenly on December 12th, 1944, Miss E. M. Drybrough, much
loved District Commissioner of Currie and Trolerno District, and for
14 years Assistant County Secretary for the County of Midiothian,

; NOTICES

BOOKS FOR LIBERATED COUNTRIES

Have you any Guipers, Council Fire, or Annual Reports, published \‘.uring,l!:e war
years, wgich you would be willing to send to France, Belgium and Luzembourg - Lis
‘Guides there are as anxious to know what we have been doing during the War year
we are to hear their news. . 4

So please help us by sending any copies you can spare to : The Internations! Secretary,

_ Guide Headquarters,
Competition has been

BRITISH DRAMA LEAGUE ‘* Under Twenty " Playwriting Competiion has b8
organised in order to encourage young people in the expression of their ideas in dra
form, and to stimulate their interest in the Theatre of the Future.

Competitors must be between 16 and 20.
_ Class 1.—One Act Plays, playing 20-30 minutes, st Prize, £10. ?,

Class 2.—Short Scenes and Skeiches, playing 5-15 minutes, st Prize, £5. o
Manuseripts must be entered by February 26th, 1945, Datails and Entry meﬁﬂon.

obtained from—Youth Department, British Drama League, 9, Fitzroy Square, 1
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aw sooa . A Society is much alike. n c urn, : . t,
Every Nation, A ! thir to it. But there e Guides and Scouts in uniform, there

it is ng, W&: \;g!"'iwm"ﬁ g 3{:&‘29 iously, ‘That  they are not arresting people’s attention : l;?l?yx'?eo :dbéfo Many
T e, to waich.  But they need not produce Getters. beyond the Movement, The feeling that yoy g So18 haye O
is a dfn?’ﬁ we ‘fm trebling its numbers as it went along, I remember  something, that you should do a 80od turn, thay You Shyo‘" ne;

- When e oomld us she was binding in the mob and as she went  all day thinking of what you are going 1o €2t That pOUIq pol
the S"' lel‘:uswdim' people and getting more and more people, she — So we should Dot worry that we are not a tremendoyg . 20ne hopeng
vmm“m:lmgsivins “mi"t she was asking them (""“li‘éc-. She ‘&V""“’ this §:$°3,‘§,°{,’i A th'c. vlvso?l?i‘ the majority always by the mir::::,-"yM"‘v%

“ This s ng, and you are " .

ter : ** This is something so worth while doing, Have you noticed it is people in their teens who Who g,

i le eit
Givers ; and not “3&9’ great p_'g‘?"w

sort of let nd/
person By that and you thought : Yes, I :
u'kn do mu'&f“’- “'Andsy':u ggl:?: and did it.yo Imagine for a moment everybody hefclis in her teens anm
it is not necessary that a Giver should produce a Getter. But it was in your teens 't!nat you thought : ** O, if only [ Yoy kn
: New nations, nations like America, — whole life to that ! ' Or perhaps you felt hot and dislurmld 2y

So
does happen v. Look at it, | € 2
vk :nmo‘a)ﬂ Givers.  Then, when you get stabilised and you  the unfairness in the world, ecause the poor peapje - becy
get rich, you still want to go on giving ; you give to your childrcn,_nqd their chance and you would like to do something about TC noy oo
you make Getters . America spolilmg Fcr cm'dll;cen' Bmmin r»;hnttl«:d ?l\;'ay, aﬁhs;see pl'l:lso?n 13:: .oltj_ small shel) amin"'m By i
i i told the children from the beginning it ow we have go eir teens, and jy ; 3
iy s ey h that vision®; it is then that nearly everyone gcul :xuvils?;: :sl' t u,ﬁﬁ .
W

ing "
i them they can. T asked two boys this week : t ! ¢
o [ ﬁ as much as ‘“ To learn how could like. Then is the time to give them a perfectly Pk, halu:

Path,

is up h
** What 4 are being educated for ? ** 1 ]
to get m:::ym That y\:nus all they thought. Children go to the seaside, ~ which everyone can follow, the Chief Scout’s Pathway, *a way
not for Father and Mother to have a holiday, but so that they can dig  will come.  Don’t explaim. Don’t mind. Go intg the G\T‘d the
in the sand. are told to think, we do everything to make them ment and be prepared. Practise. Give them the chance loxde Moy,
think, that their object is to get.  They talk of rights. not duties. Suddenly truth, to be trusted. Speak (o them as man to man, The cﬁf’k the
you want them to turn into a Giver, and you are surprised that they did not talk down to those ppys as children who haye 10 be foc { Seony
don’t. They are having holidays, where I come from, to dig potatoes ; and cared for. He said : ** We want you to come and el hldm"
but the boys are not digging potatoes ; they don’t want to. What are  you can.”’ That is how we must talk to them. We gre Never 5o <10
we fighting for ? There they won't even dig potatoes. You make up as in our teens. We are more whole-hearted then, more |ogr

them Getters right along the line ; then suddenly you say: ‘‘ Come honest. I don 't think anybody here does talk down, byt therg 1.T0re
and be a Giver, -without giving them any reason.” And they can be tendency sometimes, especially with the Pleasers, 1o think the 2t
Givers. Look at the Scouts and Guides ;  we know what heroes they have to be treated just a little differently ; bug they have nog. ildren
are ; look at Russia. A little boy there said :. ** T cannot go out to I have just one little story to finish with, use 1 canno
play ; I have work to do.’” If any little English boy said that we shtt)l:ﬂd ogt::g hgv('vi qlgglknlg ;hélet‘tlg_l(:g a%oésiv:nd \X:.Vcrrl quickly the Wrxo;{ ‘;:

i i i thi ink it is their country, it is growin c e from . at can so :

think him a prig. But they think it 1, st it Take the place where you would think they could not gic: ti?gf Zive)

are all out to give. It is rather disappointing, isn’t it ? We don’t want 3 \ )
them to suﬂ'er?l how are we going tol:ggn them from Getters into Givers ?  Guides, the children on their backs. What can they give lowat::;\m“
If we think about it we shall remember that when the Chief Scout benefit of this world, towards bringing God’s Kingdom near 7 e
starfed Scouting our country was quite all right ; there was no great There is a certain ward at Carshalton in Which there is a [iye Guide
crisis ; we were comfortable, well-o?l‘, lots of us ; and yet he got people Cempany. No. | block had been destroyed by bombs, and the chil
- to be Givers. Actually, of course, a child much prefers to give, [ have  had to go into Block 3. Those children had got together a fite Moty
seen children longing to give up their seats and parents saying *Sit for the raids and it was *“ We are tough.”” One day another bomp
down.””  You know you like to get up and give your seat to someone came and all the windows of 3 Ward smashed and one little girl o
when you are a child. We come back to our Founder again, and see  crying, and the Patrol Leader said : ** Here, stop crying. Don't you
where we have gone off the line. He starts his book—and everybody  know we are tough ?** The girl said : ** I'm not crying because [ ap
ought to read it over and over again—** Every boy wants to serve his frightened, but I have got some glass in my face.” Can't that do soma-
country."” Quite naturally. He does not say: ** The world is in a thing ? What a spirit ! That spirit, spread, is more worthwhile than
shocking condition and it is up to you to bring peace.”” He does not any actual tangible things we can do. So if we can teach that, take it
preach. He does not speak as the prophets spoke of justice and mercy, the Chief Scout’s way, follow nature, we shall win them. Where we
of our lack of love and truth. All that is not the child’s way. All he are going to hinder the work so, is if we let those ideals fade. Get g
i the natural lines, don’t ask for what is not in their nature to give, give

said was : ** Do your good turn, and Be Prepared.”” And they wanted g ) i
to be prepared, so he got them going, and he said : ** Everybody wants  them that great ideal, and don't despair. It dossn't take ten minutas
to help their country. Join the Scouts and then you can. And you have to turn from a Getter into a Giver.

SCOTTISH TRAINING SCHOOL FOR GUIDERS

children waiting to become Guides, but
there are seldom enough Guiders to meet
the demand. This new venture will surely
0 far towards rectifying the deficiency.

Netherurd House, West Linton, Peeble-
shire, has been uired by the Girl
Guides Association (Scottish Branch) for
use as a Residential Training School for
Guiders through the great generosity of
the owner, Major E. G. Thomson, M.C.,
who has leased the house rent free to the
Association. Netherurd is ideally placed
and is easily accessible from Edinburgh,
Glasgow and the Border country. The
house is in perfect order, and although it
will not be ﬁgssible to furnish it fully
until after the war, it is hoped that
essential articles of furniture and equip-
ment may be obtained shortly, and that
Training Courses to accommodate ap-
roximately twenty-five Guiders will be
held at Netherurd from the late Spring
of 1945 onwards, thereby fulfilling a need
which has been felt very strongly in

Scottish in character, Netherurd House
is| square stone-built and simple i
architecture ; it is sheltered by trées in
the immediate vicinity, and stands on the
fringe of high moorland sheep-farming
country. Peaceful through the changing
seasons, in springtime when the curlews
wheel and sing overhead, and in autuma,
golden with bracken and falling leaves,
here is a setting worthy of all the bps;
traditions in Guiding, a centre to whngh
Scottish Guiders may look forward v{l“.l'
pride and expectancy, not only for thei
own benefit, but in the hope of w;:lcormsI
their sister Guiders from over the Bo

and beyond.
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them thc’;’aorm of Covenant reproduced on this page. ~
but I think it will certainly cause  would enjoy th 2 Y L
- would be hungry this Christmas, and yet sell-denial in that direction wy)
must have thoss

It may be very embarrassing for you,
things to happen which will help the G.I.S.
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