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) o t which
is somethi cruel and relentless about the Stoa
tsls: woﬁﬁ' him the slightly patronising nﬂ‘gcll::s \:g
el gr most of our British wild animals. At the o;go:el ; oyt
at a disdvaniase, &0 e S %ﬁhﬂl misglg‘t“sc?n,smnll creature
look at hitn w0 dour devoted to his family, tackling
rious and bubbling over
him from his relation the
the tail, which in the case of the Stoat
** at the end, whereas the Weasel
The Stoat is a larger animal altogether,
tail, to the Weasel’s 10 inches.  Besides,
far more often than the Weasel, who

huntsl by dal)sd as well 9is by
1 : winter while many another mamma is curled up in a long,
"@"sf:g. lll.:cmi'.f:ns;ilm'l active. T‘{:en in the North his coat turns white, all
tail tip, which remains black and it is such a feature of the winter
we know as ermine. Further south the change to white is only
i of England the white winter coat Is rare.

Stoats bring up only one family in a year. The nest is made in a

sheltered hole in a bank, old tree stump or cavity in a wall, and here the -

EADERS of THE GuipEr may have noticed advertisements for
R helpers to join the crew of Our Ark. There are so many competing
Is now for experienced and highly-paid wardens for hostels and
canteens of all sorts that it is difficult to get help for so small a place.
Yet the small places fill gaps as well as the large, and Our Ark has the
reputation of living up to her name. g ; ’
When she was launched in 1939 we were lucky to have Miss Woodhill

as our first warden and she left a tradition which was maintained by her

cousin, Miss Waterfield. When they cach moved on to wider spheres we
appointed Mrs. Herz—or Herzova as she would be called in Czecho-
slovakia—who had been Assistant Warden, to take charge, feeling that
it would be in the spirit of the World Association to have someone from
another country who could personify the Tnternational status of the

hostel. i ¥
Mrs. Herz has devoted herself to the work but she needs assistance
and I am glad to say that, thanks to Miss Ward'’s interest, Mrs. Whitton,
a member of a G.I.S. team, has supplied this temporarily. We still need
a permanent he]per. The guests also rose nobly to the occasion and kept
things going with the help of our faithful domestic workers while Mrs.
Herz was away sick, and so Our Ark weathered the stormvand still sails
on her course. e : h :
Those who do not know the origin'of Our Ark will be interested to
un;agmsomuhx‘;“;lg oanrtalh:t sto:ly of l!lher lg:.mchix}l‘g."fHer narme follogvsihe
on ur and we hoj at other forms of *“ OUR '* ma
be provided in the future. = Y
For many years some have felt the need for a Guide Club in London,
where from other countries, as well as those in the United
Kingdom, could get hospitality. The World Committee of the World
Association decided to open such a home on a world basis and in 1939
- we devoted a large part of the Thinking Day Fund to preparing two
little old houses in Palace Street, Westminster to serve the purpose.
From the World Bureau we »noealed for help to furnish it and had a
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me to one another,  This And g oW |

nw:evcml stoats within a few ynrfl,"" n‘r‘|: ":y‘ e:',h m..,,)

scarce these family parties sometimes OF erMMer | ‘lea"y
try for food, and have begy' Jp intg ST Wioy

or a4 man. n "

cir food consists entirely of flesh—birds ( includin oW Dacy

mice and rabbits.  The Stoat is

m“'d he moves with graceful bOun:l'_"‘OOd h

seeming to cover the ground in  se

ges in frolics and antics (o argye, ;M

to get within range,  He huntg by‘::' the ¢yy

A1 there is a grim fascination in watching a St o

in and out of the bracken he winds with noge ‘;” © trajj o O s

circles and dodges but the Stoat holds relentlessly | the teyi) l"‘hb,"'-

by sight or intuition taking a sudden short ¢y (00 hig Coyr. fe g

The rabbit flees, but is doomed already. The gy, 4 off 12t
> “n“‘)\k\ "JM&.

line, fashes amongst tussocks, and the next
rabbit’s end has come. Sometimes the mhh;in;:":f:m sque,
it sits down and wails, motionless but screaming rg Daralysey
wicked work, The Stoat bites at the back of (ke T the Sigo
cord. He often kills more than he ecats at the time nbcck into |
to a kill, or drag it away. £ " DUt may rens Wing
A Stl?at disturbed may bol:. lmtto a hole, but being ful ™
nerally peeps out a moment later Lo see who of curi.
%'i. An g::ry Stoat chatters with rage and ‘::h‘::a.t the i:“:\r::?:"”!
objectionable scent from glands near the tail.  Ng anno o
tective. Oubt thig 0 3
A Guide might have the chance of seeing a Stoay g B pro
banks, hedges, woods or fields as they hunt bolqimost an
probni)ly her attention would be drawn to it cilhe: bln
scolding of birds overhead or by the piercing screams of y
1f she surprised or frightened a Stoat from its kill it wo, Thuﬂltd
her taking cover and watching for its return.  The cxper':' d be wy
can attract Stoats by imitating the scream of a ienced
difficult to find as the little animal is so light, but
stream or a slight fall of snow might reveal them.
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most encouraging response ; not only lots of useful furnityre

mats, linens, etc., poured in but every gift brought with it the cha el
the country from which it came, so that the general almogphmm“”‘
Ark is polyglot and cosmopolitan ; worthy of the traditions of 1} o\fvo‘n
Association to which she belongs. e World

Tn 1940 it was reported that 535 Guides and Girl Scouts of 25 cou
had stayed there in 1939 and then, with the outbreak of war, the —
changed—our clientéle became mainly British and, through thes?;rm
period, when visitors did not come very freely to London,we had residem
in most of the beds, people whose work kept them in London and \\:;
were glad to have comfortable quarters.

Now the scene is changing again and we have reduced the number of
beds for residents and. are taking in more of the people for whom Ou
Ark was originally intended ; passengers needing a temporary home
and we hope these will soon include those coming from other countris
again.. Meanwhile we are glad to be able to take in members of G1S
teams while waiting for their orders. i

Our Ark is in the care of a Sub-Committee of the World Committe,
which now includes members of Danish and Norwegian origin, and we
are glad to have them with us because we are always anxious that ou

~trust_on behalf of the World Movement should be duly carried out

- The hostel has a definitely international status and might sail ayay to
another centre if the World Conference, when it can meet again—in
France we hope !'—decided on this, But I doubt its being moved. It
seems to me to be far more likely that more Chalels and more Arks and
possibly ** Our Camp Sites ** in addition, will spring up in differeat
parts of the world.

As soon as the war is over and human beings have had the chance 1o
relax and think of other things,and when transport become available, the
Guides and Girl Scouts will feel their wings quivering and will want to
be off like the Dove ; not only bringing the olive branch back but also|

taking out the Olive Branch of Peace.
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2 Such done and much designed and more e MICHAEL.

ROVING CAMPING SCHEME
original Camping scheme was set out as a test syllabus,
hnn:\\m 10 testing difficultics during the war it has been approved as
2 traming scheme. The following extracts from the syllabus may
found uscful as a basis for preparation by those contemplating any form

of touring camp.
A Roving Camper should— * 5
Keep herself fit and in readiness for long distance journcys.
10 be relied upon to look smart in uniform on all occasions. Collect and
kecp in readiness for immediate use, a complete set of personal equipment
which she can p;,c':l:r in a neat and practical way, serviceable for expedi-
gons in any weather. -

Understand the ** Courtesy of the Road ** and be able to travel with
lgramping outfit in a crowded bus, train or steamer, showing considera-
tion and helpfulness towards the general public. Know the rules of the
road appliczble to the type of journey she is going to undertake.

Be able to travel by map and compass.

Be zble to take her full share in the pitching and striking of a fully

Ko . ﬁg?w for the life of

oW to care for ife of the countrysid d h
respect for the interests of farmers and hndomt:ysxﬁl e 8nd how o Son
Fo:l Section.
ccustom herself to going for long walks and carrying her own equi

:;1 % sha:s:‘fl;l‘)iespk?urfy‘s equipment. Bc able to travel at ** S_ooute;
Cyclist Section.

Accustom herself to going for long rides and i i
RERY packed o g‘fcyrdé;e e gblf t5 mecxd prnciires h:.;j'eu‘sl:u Drates

o ubricatio; § ;

R oowithy S loomatious for cycling o3 %ﬁlﬁg git;l‘::lc,::ctyf:':ﬁic

conditions and practical changing from one formation to anothet.

Paikwfany Section.
stom hersel i carrying
;‘; bkLm If to gomg| for Jong walks and her own
able to catch, halter, lead, groom and saddle a pack g
:::in lged I(:_"rc: of ponies during a camping cxpediu!:)an, aptl,:gé dll'i:l:ne;
ek ¢ ';ng extremes of heat, cold*and wet.  Know suitable methods
o Lot 6n orses dangl the possible accidents characteristic of each
e ordma nd the principle of feeding and watering ponies ;
o Lo 0 G b e G
s iy , gall. Clean and care for pack saddle
Trek Cart Section, :
ccustom herself to long walks,
mﬁm&:amb«ofa team and show
Voo lmnrd 10 :—(a) Loading (c.g.
aom loss or ficton, availabiiy of
m”“’"m’ cart). (b) Travel (e.g., hill work and any

Rt_wins

Be able

gferimce in_general pro-
ance, stability of load,
power, such mmcypm gwwm,
Yo oV Ips to
stand the routine L as singing, marching in s ,etr_ P:

suapd the routine care of a trek cart in use andxmm.wgnd ic& um “i?.mub‘;‘,‘i;';

10 tow, Tow or paddle craft and moor securely.  Know boat
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THE EXTENSION BRANCy

g nch ! . . . oh, that is not my |j
“HE f"'w‘mn} "“* I've got enough to do \).'vild,mm"r i
l(')‘:i':i u?" 1t is, NO doubléxperchtly true that you havcyc:'dma"
o, but i you want 10 bl U8 LXLERE O, B or ™ 0 el
the way © i { victory will be the end, .
r ol ry the end,

One.of the miner 157" Sinee the war there has bee, st 5 . e
Sy \ch of our environment—in our clothes, our food, our s,""* .
{:n'(own:nnd ourselves thirsting for variety. Scouting and (iu'lgl;a“lr“
always encouraged indivlduahl{. The Founder in his wisdom e 4%
{ests of such a breadth ll'l"al <}hid(ir;v;ow;h nvtcry %l‘ﬂg:rcm interests q’,"g"'eu

their th of d pment. Their ** lo oy hind
::ggs:ioufl‘{h"c throp:gh sticking to the subjects which l??cg'/ r:::lltl e
4 stability of character is achieved as well as a standard of * 4| "Ulut:&u!.
coa%csllegﬁs have had in our companies the Guide who is like **
et aiked by hi "g’f‘f'" We hav:i watch:.‘:d hcrlgrci):w through the T::(f"‘
d Second Class stages an sometimes to First Class, and 7, .
end a sturdy young oci:_itizep l’“:,’bf‘;’{lif prithijncependent "ic“";lg(}rr;l}f :
with a true sense of socia J g 4 :

Guiding, therefore, has room and, in fact, needs every ty 4
and v:hntgéach learns from mixing and ** getting on '’ with the 2{;“"‘.’-
not the least of the value of their training. In this collection of y'f,"' i
people none muslg be aupt;vcd 10, fec&tl::! tgu;y lz)x1rc on the edge of uu?
that they must of necessity, receive mo a ey give. >

Physically, tllgrllgitcli:w;i‘c’“!dﬁcgm wose the Trefoil in 1910, by j
was not unti at Extension Companies received official recognition
In 1919 the Extension Branch was formed.  As a town enlarges 7&0 52!} "2(."
so the Guide Association extended its boundaries and took in the hanﬁ"
capped girl. The boundary, let us remember, was beyond the E xtcm? 8
PP ®It was in no sense an annexe that was mede for her. She 1)
put into a special branch because her capacity was different and it ':?‘
seer that she needed rather special treatment and an adapted trainipe.

. anin

It is more than likely that for administrative purposes she must rema-g’
in a special branch, but the time has come when the branch should ha»em

: : to be regarded as the picce of mri
h is there to help.handlcapped people to develop th
highest degree of competence and independence. e
_ The Extension ‘Guider’s first allegiance s to Guiding and her company
is a unit of the Girl Guides' Association and not of the Extension Branch
Itis sometimes a struggle to keep this before Extension Guides, and i
is here that we need the help of active Guiders and Guidcs. The initial
responsibility lies mainly with the Commissioner, and she can help by
including Extension Companies In all County, Division and District
activities. 1f quarantine or anything else keeps them away, time and time
ztlhgatmt,h please let it be }aken f(tz_rthgranted that their place is there and

at they-are an integral part of the organisation.

Where there is ignorance of Extension and apathy towards their needs
g;e %llemt lies :clnily lan:gélly wllath Extensi%ns themselyes, and we ought 1;

al o put that right. But we need your help before we ca i
We need to be given a chance to talk about ourselves and the ;ppgrﬁjonilrt\"
to introduce Guiders and Guides to the different sections of our branch
On: kn 5 nen.,
teagfun wep O\I\; each other the fun begins. We shall hear of Rangers
e g 9;;" r::hwmes to read, of deaf Rangers cleaning the windows of
whol’amh all, the tangle of ropes and string being fidicd by a Guide
Post melpd(::ts s;:_v and signalling parties at sanatoria. We shall hear of
oalossi thmi escorted to evening classes, blind Rangers taken to
i r to the kinema, and pen friendships flourishing between acliv
Guides and hospital patients. But S live
degenerating into merely ** cartin gwlgx‘t‘;z?i:lngg:g;ﬁtagﬁmiq is "'Dmrl\l'on

’ = ~ 53 L IS some! 2
g ‘g:nﬂsgr‘a;;;d:vgrlmamagwe S Ghider will sce tht there
3 becoming even partially true. She will choose
meg-"gyﬂ:? Guides who make the first contact and talk (o thein abol
Guides m’p:;ﬂ%:(lin%oto \;‘l:lt. She will take great care that the active
a0t suck r what they are going to undertake, but she will
oo Rl 31’.%?“““1! light-hearted manner that as little self-
with cach bfliar ifpi(l,‘i;late ?ults._ It is better to leave the children alone
thiat there it & o m? olz.osslble- Grown-up people are apt to forget
fioe > Oyt ks foundatigns Yt'i'_uth which transcends physical dissimilan-
important thing is to emphasi °th°°'°Pel'atl<>n have been laid the next
girl is often grievously ul;se mt il elvalue of continuity. The handicapped
and the active Guide has so mﬂ' h"ng anticipated visitor does not arrive,
games and examitations that it wch to do with work, school, home ties,
postponed. The Guider can = !llo_t unnatural if promises are sometimes
and she can revive the in 'lexol;‘am the situation of each to the other
the other. erest of one and dispel the disappointment of
' en one sits enthrall i . . X
** Indefatigable Family n“tlh;‘";gb!“dlns articles in Tue Guiper like
Guides and Extensions may seem ject of co-operation between active
the problem is a vital and a pressin unexciting and a little humdrum, but
of war, of hunger and disease will% e yorld, the ravigs
future, and in our own country d\eave their marks on the citizen of the
raids is bound to increase our oe I'l:,umber of children maimed in air .
in a Middlesex Post Company isl nls.x jlities.  One of the newest recruits
' a little girl 'who has lost both her legs
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